
Habersham Discovery Trail
“A collaborative project by neighbors to celebrate Habersham’s nature and beauty”

What:  
A one-mile walking trail on public roads to introduce residents and visitors to the Habersham Marketplace, a few of Habersham’s amenities, 
it’s beautiful homes, and the newly built Hamlet Row and Habersham Row Apartments. The trail begins near the Pirate’s Ship, passes 
through the marketplace, down Harford Street, around Park House, over the bridge, and loops on back concluding with the Firehouse.

11 birdhouses created with designs from Cornell Lab NestWatch and all locations vetted by a Hunting Island Shorebird Steward and Master 
Naturalist to attract birds like Wren, bluebirds, Chickadee, Wood Ducks, Owls, American Kestrels etc.…  All birdhouses are site specific 
depending on whether habitat is live oak, pine grove, woodland, or open field and made from cedar & water-based paints (on Wren & 
Bluebird houses only) to protect the birds.

WayPoints 1: Two Trees near Shed behind Pirate Ship.  2: Post to right of Trellis at Post office. 3: Grove on Market Street bet. Habersham Land Office 
and Lily & Lou’s Eatery. 4: Live Oak at end of Market inside St. Phillips/Le Chene Circle. 5: Abbey Row Forest, Owl house on tree, 15’ up 6: Park House, 
Tree in front. 7: Foot bridge over water going from Habersham Park Rd toward Dog Run & Community Garden. Wood Duck house on Pole. 8: Canton & 
Harford. 9: Canton & Cherokee Farms in field edge. Owl house on Pole. 10: Tree at Hamlet Row & Cherokee Farms Rd. 11: Firehouse replica (Left of 
Firehouse bet. Firehouse & Sunset Slush).



You can download Cornell Labs wonderful Bird Identification App Merlin here.

Links to South Carolina birds via season from Birdwatchers Digest.
Spring Birds of South Carolina (March, April, May)
Chickadee, Cardinals, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Mourning Dove, Crow
Turkey Buzzard, Red Tail Hawks, Wood Thrush, Hummingbird, Prothonotary Warbler,Eastern whip-poor-will
rose-breasted grosbeak, indigo bunting, scarlet tanager, red-eyed vireo, Swainson’s thrush, and a large variety of migrant wood warblers.

Summer Birds of South Carolina (June, July, August)
Carolina wren, Eastern phoebe, and dark-eyed junco, painted buntings, orchard orioles, red-winged blackbirds, blue grosbeaks and eastern 
kingbirds, common spotted sandpiper, solitary sandpiper, and least sandpiper, great egrets, snowy egrets, little blue herons, and great blue herons. 
(By water)

Fall birds of South Carolina (September, October, November)
Common nighthawk, Migrating raptors: ospreys and good numbers of falcons, such as American kestrels, merlins, and peregrine falcons

Winter birds of South Carolina (December, January, February)
Common overwintering ducks include the green-winged teal, American wigeon, common merganser, hooded merganser, ring-necked duck, lesser 
scaup, ruddy duck and many others. American goldfinch, House finch, great horned owl

https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/download/
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/explore/regions/southeast/south-carolina/south-carolina-birding-season-spring.php
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/explore/regions/southeast/south-carolina/south-carolina-birding-season-summer.php
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/explore/regions/southeast/south-carolina/south-carolina-birding-season-fall.php
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/explore/regions/southeast/south-carolina/south-carolina-birding-season-winter.php


Waypoints Flora:

1. Parachute Seeds:  These umbrella shaped seeds are wind travelers.  Many species of plants can spread 
their seeds for long distances this way.  Can you name a common weed that has parachute seeds?

2. Jasmine Blossom:  Jasmine has a unique fragrance.  Many people grow it to create a “living fence.”  The 
perfume from the blossom attracts many pollinators in the spring.

3. Rudbeckia or Black-Eyed Susan:  These flowers bloom all summer long and attract birds, bees and 
butterflies.   How do you think the Black-Eyed Susan got its name?

4. Lichen:  Grows on rocks and trees. Lichens are comprised of two tiny things, a fungus plus an alga.  Can 
you find some Lichen growing on the bark of a tree?



5. Tiny Vine Sprouting:  Vines are part of the natural forest and can provide food and habitat for birds and 
wildlife.  Vines can grow over 100 feet long. Why do you think vines grow to the top of a tree?

6. Sago palm, Fronds Unfurling:  This species of plant has been around since prehistoric times.  It’s seeds 
look like nuts and are poisonous, especially for our pets.  Can you spot the Sago Palm nearby?

7. River Birch, Close -up of Bark:   River Birches are popular for river banks and wet parts of a garden.  Can 
you find the River Birch tree?  Observe its paper-like bark.

8. Mushrooms-: There are many types of mushrooms. Many are poisonous, but many can be eaten.  They 
can be found growing on the forest floor. Look at the gills underneath, they produce spores.The spores are 
then dropped from the gills by the millions where they are scattered by wind.



9. Owl:  The Barred Owl is a large woodland owl with feathers designed to provide good camouflage in the 
forest. The Barred Owl hunts small mammals, especially rodents, at night.

10. Pine Cone:  The main function of a pine cone is to keep a tree's seeds safe. It protects the seeds from 
cold temperatures, wind and even animals that might try to eat them. Pine cones open up and release their 
seeds when it is warm and it is easier for the seed to germinate and grow.

11. Anole:  These lizards are found all over the Southeastern USA. The Anole lizard can alter its color 
depending on the environment.  Did you know they are capable of breaking off their tails when in danger or 
something scares them?   Have you seen any anoles on your walk today?



History of the Ground where Habersham sits.

During the 18th century, two other cash crops became important in the Beaufort area. Indigo was introduced in 1739 and was a major 

crop until the Revolutionary War. After the war, Sea Island cotton replaced indigo in value, continuing until the boll weevil infestation of 1813. 

The crop was reestablished but continued to suffer from this pest until its final abandonment after the Civil War. Rice continued to be 

produced until the hurricane of 1893 destroyed most of the dikes and water control devices. Without the labor of slaves, the planters were 

unable to restore production of this crop (USDA 1980).

The Civil War brought widespread destruction to Beaufort County. In the autumn of 1861, the Federal fleet captured Port Royal and 

the nearby islands. Numerous raids were made up the adjacent rivers and many of the planters' houses were occupied by Federal troops. 

Then in 1865, Sherman marched his army through the southern end of the Lowcountry, destroying most of the houses below Edisto. 

Extreme poverty followed the war. Although the rice plantations were reestablished, they were never as profitable under the tenant-

sharecropper system as they had been with the forced labor of slavery (Stoney 1964).

A brief rebirth of the old plantations occurred during the years following World War I. The overgrown acreage and remaining plantation 

houses were discovered by the wealthy, who bought them for game preserves and winter homes (Stoney 1964). Although some of the 

properties in the region continue in this role, the Depression and World War II largely ended this pattern.



Truck cropping became an important part of Beaufort County's economy during the early years of the 20th century and continues 

today. Forest products are another major source of income, as is the seafood industry. Recent years have brought a new way of life to 

the coastal area-recreational-residential development. Today many of the old plantation lands are being converted to golf courses and 

upscale housing with associated shopping and service developments (USDA 1980). 3.6 Tract History

The Habersham tract appears to have once been part of the extensive Barnwell family holdings on Port Royal Island. John "Tuscarora 

Jack" Barnwell was the first member of this family in the area. Barnwell, who died in 1724, was one of the first English settlers in the Broad 

River area. His holdings included the property called Laurel Bay on the Broad River (just north of the project area). Sometime after Barnwell's death, 

his younger son, also named John, obtained the property north of Habersham Creek. He married Martha Chaplin in 1737, with whom he had 

ten children. The youngest of these children, Phoebe Sarah Barnwell, married Dr. Archibald Campbell in 1780 (Spieler 1990).

Campbell was born in New Jersey and came to Beaufort as a youth. He was elected to the vestry of St. Helena's Episcopal Church in 

1806 and to the Beaufort College board in 1808 (Spieler 1990). By 1810, the U. S. Census listed him as a planter who owned 89 slaves 

(Rowland, personal communication, 1990). It appears that the Barnwell tract on Habersham Creek came into Campbell's ownership as part of 

Phoebe Barnwell's dowry (Spieler 1990).

The Campbells had four children, Archibald, John Barnwell Campbell, Collin and an unnamed daughter (Rowland, personal communication, 

1990). The younger Archibald was a small planter who does not appear in the census after 1810 (U.S. Census 1820). John Barnwell Campbell 





was the rector of St. Helena's Church in Beaufort and later of St. Phillips in Charleston. It was Collin Campbell, an attorney, who apparently had 

inherited the Habersham Creek tract by 1820 (Rowland, personal communication, 1990). At that time he was listed as a planter who owned 

47 slaves and held another 35 in trust from his father's estate (U.S. Census 1820). The Mills Atlas from this period shows a Campbell house 

in the approximate location of the tabby ruins within the project tract (Figure 4).

Although Collin Campbell apparently had no children (Rowland, personal communication, 1990), the 1850 census shows that R. 

DeTreville Campbell and his family were living with Collin at that time. This Campbell was probably one of Collin's nephews; both men were 

listed as planters (U.S. Census 1850). Collin was apparently deceased by 1860, but his estate continued to hold 37 slaves who were 

living in 14 houses on his Habersham Creek property (U.S. Census 1860).

Like much of the property in the Beaufort area, the Campbell plantation, then known as Treadlands, did not fare well during the Civil 

War. The property was seized for unpaid taxes during the War (Christensen n.d.), and the house may have been burned this period or shortly 

afterward (Eve, personal communication, 1990). Evidently little or none of the project tract was redeemed by the Campbells after the war. 

During the 1865 tax sale the plantation was acquired as several pieces by H. J. Judd and F. A. Dudley. Judd was a northerner who settled 

in Beaufort after the Civil War and became superintendent of plantations on Port Royal Island. Within two years Dudley owned the entire 

tract, which he sold to Sam Dudley, possibly his son (Christensen n.d.). Sometime later the property was sold to Joseph Hull, who in turn 

sold it to F. W. Scheper in 1904. Scheper migrated to this area after the Civil War from northern Germany, and was a merchant during Port 



Royal's phosphate period. During this period the former Campbell property was known as Cherokee Farm (Christensen n.d.). In 1905, Dr. 

W. R. Eve bought the property, which remained in the hands of his family until 1987, when it was sold to Colonial Development (Davis 

1987).

The Eve family built four houses and a barn along the bluff and called the property Ocean Bluff or Eve Farm. An older county road 

map shows two structures in the vicinity of the project tract (Figure 5). A diary kept by Harford Eve mentions building two tenant houses and 

describes a variety of land use activities during the early 20th century. These activities included truck farming, particularly in the area 

northeast of the Eve houses, hauling shell for a road to the point, attempts to sell timber lands, and land clearing around the "old 'Tabby' 

" (Eve 1911-16). During this period, the Eves were primarily engaged in truck farming, although they did grow a small quantity of cotton. 

Their most important crops were apparently lettuce, cabbage, cucumbers and tomatoes. In addition to hired laborers, they seemed to have 

at least one or two sharecroppers, sometimes as tenants and sometimes friends of the family (Eve 1911-16). During the late 1930s and 

early 1940s, an oyster factory was located on the smaller of the two islands on Habersham Creek (Eve, personal communication, 

1990).

Today the property contains remains of both the Barnwell-Campbell plantation and Eve Farm. Paul Eve stated that the tabby structure in 

the northwest part of the tract was a ruin when he first saw it as a child; this is supported by the 1911-16 diary references to the "old 'tabby' 

" (Eve, personal communication, 1990; Eve 1911-16). Based on information from a very elderly ex-slave, Mr. Eve felt the house may have 





burned during or shortly after the Civil War. Tabby piers nearby may be an outbuilding associated with this structure. An oak-lined L-shaped alley 

leads from the road which bounds the property towards the tabby ruins. The Eve family always felt that this road was associated with the ruins 

since the oaks were mature at the time they acquired in the property (Eve, personal communication, 1990). The description of land clearing 

in the diary also mentions numerous "tremendous live oaks" removed in the vicinity of the tabby. Traces of the Eve occupation remain 

as a scatter of artifacts along the bluff, a collapsed shed, a sand borrow pit, the pecan grove, abandoned old fields and roads. The 

earthen dam across the eastern wetland may also date to the Eve occupation, perhaps to facilitate timber removal.1

 This information Sourced from SouthArc Archeological Survey for The Habersham Development1
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Why we made the Habersham Discovery Trail:
To create another reason for visitors to come to Habersham, visit its market, help the birds and support nature in Habersham.

Trail walkers will be offered 10% off at select Habersham Marketplace shops if they mention the Discovery Trail on their Facebook and 
Instagram posts. Share pictures of a favorite birdhouse and pictures of any participating marketplace business on your social networks using 
the #HabershamMarketplace hashtag. To claim the 10% discount, the mention & picture must be from the day the discount is claimed.

How:
A Habersham supported volunteer effort from Habersham residents who executed smoothly and beautifully while honoring environmental 
and species specific needs of the birds and quality that makes Habersham a special place to live.

Where:

See map attached.

https://MysticOsprey.com

